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offered money to former Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba to end the blockade in the country, the

government on Monday sought to dismiss the reports as "baseless and concocted". "There have
been reports about some misunderstanding that happened in Kathmandu that led to some exchange

of words between the Nepalese Prime Minister and the Ambassador. These reports are false,
baseless and concocted," said Minister of External Affairs Subrahmanyam Jaishankar during a media

briefing. "As far as the blockade in the country is concerned, we have not gotten any official
information from the Nepalese government that they have lifted the blockade." Jaishankar also said

that he had spoken to his Nepalese counterpart, Sushma Swaraj, and to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and apprised them about the conversations between the Nepalese leaders. "We had to defend
ourselves and our position in detail in that call," said Jaishankar, adding that he had informed them
about the developments, which had taken place recently, with regard to the India-Nepal trade. "It

was a very long call," he said. Jaishankar also said that the Nepal-India bilateral trade had increased
to $110 million in the last fiscal year, up from $64 million in the previous year. Jaishankar said the
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